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The Ulster County Legislature 
Kingston Rail Trail Project – PIN 8758.04  
Public Comments 
December 28, 2018 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on this rail trail project. 
 
I bought my first mountain bike in 1982. The first rides I took on that bicycle were on U&D and 
O&W railroad corridors. I was familiar with these rail corridors from hearing stories of people 
using them for motorcycle and snowmobile riding.  As such it was just natural that they’d lend 
themselves to mountain biking. As such, over that past 36 years I’ve used the O&W rail trail on 
a year round basis for walking, mountain biking, and wildlife observation. 
 
Early on the trail was quite usable as the railroad tracks had been removed in 1957 and the 
brush had been kept at bay by the motorcyclists and snowmobilers. With the formalization of 
the corridor as the rail trail the motor vehicles were prohibited and the brush and trees grew 
pretty much uninhibited. Central Hudson and Trailways did do some mowing over the years 
that keep those sections reasonably clear. On the other hand, the segment between 
Washington Avenue and the Thruway, owned by Ulster Savings Bank, became badly overgrown 
and even blocked by downed trees at times. The trail in the bank segment was reduced to a 
meandering single track path and trail users were subject to scrapes from the thorn bushes and 
their clothing would collect burrs from the brush.  
 
In 1995 I bought a home near the Washington Avenue trailhead in Kingston. I started minor 
maintenance on the bank segment by cutting back thorn canes and removing downed trees and 
tree branches.  This was done mostly to facilitate my own use but there were other users. 
Women who lived nearby told me they would not use that segment as the trail conditions left 
them fearful. There were several homeless living along the trail which added to the women’s 
concerns. 
 
On April 22, 2012 Kingston Land Trust scheduled a trail cleanup day on the bank segment. That 
was my first introduction to the land trust and I was delighted to have help!  It also motivated 
me to become more formally involved in the rail trail development in Ulster County. Operating 
under the revocable license agreement the D&H Canal Heritage Corridor Alliance had with the 
bank to use the trail my brush and tree clearing efforts escalated.  
 
In 2015 I formally joined the D&H Canal Heritage Corridor Alliance. In 2016 the O&W Rail Trail 
Coalition of Municipalities was formed and I was appointed by Mayor Noble to represent the 
City of Kingston. Also in 2016 I was appointed to the board of the D&H Canal Heritage Corridor 
Alliance. 
 
In the bank segment I removed the dead and fallen trees and cut back most of the heavy brush 
myself. More volunteer days were held in conjunction with the Kingston Land Trust, the 
Corridor Alliance, and the Ulster County Probation department’s Alternative Sentencing 
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program. Even after all that clean up there is evidence of the former neglect. This as the 
meandering grassless single track is still visible.       
 
For the past few years two volunteers in Kingston have regularly picked up trash, mowed the 
grass trail surface, and cleared debris from the bank’s segment of the corridor. In Hurley the rail 
trail committee has taken on the mowing of the grass trail surface. The latest development is 
that the pastor of Cross Point Fellowship church, Pete Schulz, offered to have church volunteers 
take on maintenance in the Town of Ulster segment of the trail. That will commence in the 
spring.  
 
These maintenance efforts have led to a large increase in trail usage. Users include walkers and 
bicyclists, young and old. Some use it as a transportation corridor and many for recreation. For 
example, one young woman with Asperger’s syndrome uses that segment multiple times per 
day as a transportation corridor. A young man from Hurley uses the corridor to get to and from 
his job weather permitting.  Residents of Stony Run apartments and Country Village 
condominiums use the trail as well as the Kingston High School track team. For the past few 
years the Tour de Kingston bicycle rides have used the O&W rail trail for multiple group rides as 
well as does the YMCA bicycle program. Long distance bicycle tourists are also encountered on 
the trail.  
 
Having the O&W rail trail developed into a paved multi-use, year-round-use trail offers 
recreational, health, and transportation benefits to the community. Those benefits have been 
limited in the past by brush, trees, rough trail conditions and mud. The neglect stemmed from 
the inability to secure funding to fully develop the trail due to the revocable license agreements 
with Central Hudson and Ulster Savings Bank.  Because of those constraints, the homeless, 
substance abusers, and mischief makers had free reign of that segment while women, children, 
and all but the most competent bicyclists were precluded from use of the trail. 
 
The neglected bank segment in particular is critical to the utility of the O&W corridor for 
transportation and recreational uses. The trail between Kingston and Hurley has become part of 
the community with growing user and volunteer bases. As such, permanent easements, or 
ownership of those properties, will greatly benefit the community. 
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
John Grossbohlin 
16 Quarry Street 
Kingston, NY 12401 
 
D&H Canal Heritage Corridor Alliance, board member 
O&W Rail Trail Coalition of Municipalities, City of Kingston representative 
Bike Friendly Kingston, member 
City of Kingston, Complete Streets Advisory Council, member 
Friends of Catskill Mountain Rail Trail, committee member 
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